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In 8th grade, stfudents develop a hew, more
absiract level of understanding of social studies

concepls. The contexi for developing this
understanding is U.S. history and government
from the era of the beginning of the American
Revolution to the end of the Civil War and
Reconstruction.



Students begin the school year learning about the American Revolution, in which the
ideas, people, society, and events of the period are evaluated.

The second unit centers on the United States Constitution and the development and
construction of the United States government. Students will assess how the ideals,
values, and principles that drive the United States' culture - including those described in
its foundational documents - can be applied to a historical or modern situation

Unit Three analyzes the growth of the United States, especially its expansion westward.
Students will describe how the idea of Manifest Destiny and its migration patterns
shaped the expansion of the United States. Students will also evaluate the effects that
Manifest Destiny had on other cultures

The final unit is a study of the Civil War period. Students will study its causes, events,
and effects, especially where social, political, and economic elements are concerned.



« DBQs (Document-based Questions)

A DBQ asks students to read and analyze historical records,
gather information and fill in short scaffolding response questions,
using information gleaned from the document.

« A note about annotation:

an-no-ta-tion

anos taSH(a)n/

noun

a note of explanation or comment added to a text or diagram.

DBQ’s are (typically) assigned weekly: Given on Mondays, and
due on Fridays.

« *Textbook - Check out from the bookroom/online access



Incorporating Reading/Writing

= Our questions encourage students to read like detectives. Questions can only be answered through

close attention to the details of the text.

= They interact with a wide variety of non-fiction texts and documents. Students examine maps, letters,
charts, graphs, cartoons, historians’ accounts, diaries, advertisements, photographs, flyers and more.

= Annotation is reflective and responsive



Is that your child leaves with a better understanding of
not only the events, choices, and people that shaped
America, but also frameworks for thinking about the

that show us what America
was and is. (And how those are connected)

It will be common for us to connect current events to
past events, discuss current issues, and debate in a
respectful manner.



Washington, D.C. / New York City

TRI

We take an amazing spring break trip to DC and NYC, if you want
more info about cost, itinerary, etc. feel free to email me at
AaronA@spokaneschools.org
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